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Crushers Club, which supports young men in Englewood seeking alternatives to gangs and
drugs, will expand their youth employment and job training programs to reduce its long
waitlist.
The People's Music School, which provides economically disadvantaged children tuition-free
music lessons and instruments, will increase enrollment to 200 more South Side students. 
The Bloc offers boxing training, mentorship, and tutoring for youth often rejected elsewhere,
and will now expand its proven model and path to college for youth on Chicagoûs West Side.
Ignite, which provides long-term housing and support for homeless youth, will add a mobile
outreach unit to close critical resource gaps on the South and West Sides.

We also proudly awarded $30,000 Merit Grants to Esperanza, North Side Housing and
Supportive Services, and VOCEL, supporting early childhood education, homeless shelter
services, and programs for individuals with developmental disabilities.

JOIN US: Our model is simple yet powerful: every member contributes $1,000, and for each 100
women who join, we award another $100,000 grant. Because we are an all-volunteer
organization, 100% of your membership donation goes directly to nonprofits. We understand
that $1,000 is a significant gift. Thatûs why we have a sponsorship fund that offers partial and
full sponsorships to women for whom the full amount may be a barrier. 

WHAT MAKES US DIFFERENT: Every member can design her own experience. Many
opportunities are available to get involved, as much or as minimally as you want. Women can
join a committee to review grant applications, host a coffee or just trust the process and vote
for our finalists. Our members often tell us that learning about our nonprofit applicants is eye-
opening and inspiring. Itûs a chance to understand the vital work happening in Chicago and to be
part of something meaningful and lasting.

I want to express my deepest gratitude to our caring members and our dedicated Board of
Directors. Together, we are building a stronger Chicago - one grant at a time.

Warmly,
Maggie Schell
President, Impact Grants Chicago

INTRODUCTION

Dear Impact Grants Chicago Community,

As we conclude our 8th year, I am deeply proud to share the tremendous
impact we have made together. On May 28, 2025, at our annual Grant
Award Ceremony, we awarded $490,000 to some of Chicagoûs most
inspiring nonprofits. This milestone reflects the generosity and
commitment of our 443 members.

Our four $100,000 Impact Grantees this year are truly transforming
lives across the city. Because of our philanthropic members:

LeWWeU fURP OXU
PUeVideQW
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OUR MISSION
AND VALUES

IQTacX GVaRXW ChicagS cSRRecXW, eRgageW aRd eQTS[eVW [SQeR XS iQTVSZe SYV
cSQQYRiX] b] cSPPecXiZeP] fYRdiRg $100,000 gVaRXW XS ChicagS RSRTVSfiXW XhaX
aVe dedicaXed XS addVeWWiRg Xhe chaPPeRgeW faciRg SYV ciX].

IN8ROD9C8ION

We ZaPYe...
cSRRecXiRg [SQeR fSV cSPPecXiZe iQTacX
SffeViRg SYV QeQbeVW aR efficieRX aRd XVYWXed ThiPaRXhVSTic TVSceWW
Xhe fPe\ibiPiX] Sf eRgageQeRX iR SYV TVSceWW
eZeV] [SQaR haZiRg aR eUYaP ZSice iR chSSWiRg SYV gVaRXeeW
Xhe iRXegViX], cSQQiXQeRX aRd cSPPecXiZe kRS[Pedge Sf SYV QeQbeVW
TVSZidiRg SYV QeQbeVW Xhe STTSVXYRiX] XS gaiR fiVWXhaRd kRS[Pedge Sf
ChicagS RSRTVSfiXW
SYV VSPe iR VaiWiRg Xhe TVSfiPeW Sf ChicagS RSRTVSfiXW
a QeQbeVWhiT XhaX iW STeR XS aR]SRe [hS ideRXifieW aW a [SQaR
beiRg aR aRXi-VaciWX SVgaRi^aXiSR XhaX TVSQSXeW a diZeVWiX] Sf TeVWTecXiZeW iR
SYV QeQbeVWhiT aRd iR SYV WYTTSVX Sf Xhe RSRTVSfiX cSQQYRiX]
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Crushers Club believes that every individual

deserves the right to a future filled with

opportunity and free from violence. Their

mission is to be the strongest alternative to

gangs in Chicago. They provide at-risk boys

and young men the tools required to

restore their lives and improve their

neighborhood.

2025 IPSacW GUaQWHHV

Ignite stands with youth who are

experiencing homelessness on their journey

to a home and a future with promise.

Ignite's programs offer the opportunity for

participants to build deep relationships

with one another and its staff that

continue to positively impact their lives

long after they complete our programs. 

IN8ROD9C8ION
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The People's MYsic School's mission is

to deliZer access to the benefits of high-

qYalit], tYition-free mYsic edYcation.

ThroYgh intensiZe instrYction and

performance, stYdents achieZe

e\cellence in mYsic that transfers to

other areas in life. The] gro[ mYsicall],

sociall], emotionall] and intellectYall],

and deZelop a foYndation of

responsibilit], self-esteem, resilience

and pYrpose.

The Bloc cYltiZates the loZe of bo\ing

to share transformational resoYrces

[ith ]oYth and commYnities on

Chicago's West Side. The] contribYte

to the momentYm of improZing

Chicago's fYtYre b] attracting ]oYth

least likel] to join mentoring and

tYtoring programs - the kids [ho like

to fight.

IN86OD9C8ION
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2025 MeULW GUaQWeeV

EWTeVaR^a CSQQYRMX] SeVZMceWû QMWWMSR MW XS eQTS[eV TeSTPe [MXL

deZePSTQeRXaP dMWabMPMXMeW XS VeacL XLeMV fYPP TSXeRXMaP aRd Pead fYPfMPPMRK,

MRdeTeRdeRX PMZeW. EWTeVaR^a WXVMZe XS acLMeZe XLMW XLVSYKL MRRSZaXMZe

edYcaXMSR, effecXMZe adZScac], aRd cSQTaWWMSRaXe WYTTSVX [LMPe fSWXeVMRK a

WYTTSVXMZe cSQQYRMX] [LeVe eZeV]SRe caR XLVMZe.

INTRODUCTION

NSVXL SMde HSYWMRK aRd SYTTSVXMZe SeVZMceWû QMWWMSR MW XS WYTTSVX adYPXW

e\TeVMeRcMRK LSQePeWWReWW aW XLe] WXaVX XLeMV LeaPMRK NSYVRe] aRd XVaRWMXMSR XS

PSRK-XeVQ WXabPe LSYWMRK, bVeaOMRK XLe c]cPe Sf LSQePeWWReWW fSV KSSd.

VOCELûW QMWWMSR MW XS LePT eRWYVe eZeV] cLMPd LaW XLe fSYRdaXMSR XS PeaVR, KVS[,

aRd Pead. VOCEL MW cSQQMXXed XS deQScVaXM^MRK eaVP] PeaVRMRK MR CLMcaKS aRd

be]SRd.
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OXU GiYiQg PURceVV
We aVe one of oZeV 70 oVgani^aXionW leZeVaging Xhe ImTacX100 Model of
collecXiZe giZing, [hich TVoZideW a WXVYcXYVed TlaXfoVm foV membeVW Xo
TaVXiciTaXe in collaboVaXiZe and democVaXic ThilanXhVoT]. The modelûW
coVneVWXone iW foV membeVW Xo Tool XheiV mone] in oVdeV Xo make laVgeV
gVanXW foV gVeaXeV, XVanWfoVmaXiZe imTacX in XheiV commYniXieW.

OUR PROCESS
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 2025 B\ WKe
NXPbeUV

133 TOTAL APPLICATIONS

3
 FULL GRANT
APPLICATIONS 

21 INSIGHTFUL VISITS

11� ELIGIBLE LETTERS 
OF INQUIRY

� FINALISTS SELECTED

3 $30,000 MERIT
GRANTS AWARDED

4 $100,000 IMPACT
GRANTS AWARDED

NONPROFITS
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MemberThip openT for 
granU Zear

4EP5EMBER

PURceVV MileVWRQeV

MemberThip cloTeT for
GRC/FRC parUicipaUion

DECEMBER

FRC & GRC commiUUeeT form
JAN6AR:

CommiUUeeT reWieX and
TelecU NPT for fVll granU

TVbmiTTionT

FEBR6AR:

CommiUUee deep diWe inUo
fVll granUT, Temi-finaliTUT

TelecUed

MARCH

CommiUUeeT aUUend inTighUfVl
WiTiUT and TelecU finaliTUT 

APRIL

MemberT WoUe and aXard
granUT

END OF MA:

LOI TVbmiTTionT reqVeTUed
4EP5EMBER

LOI TVbmiTTionT cloTe
OC5OBER

FVll granU TVbmiTTionT
reqVeTUed

FEBR6AR:

Semi-finaliTUT hoTU
inTighUfVl WiTiUT

APRIL

FinaliTUT preTenU and granUT
aXarded

END OF MA:

NONPROFITS MEMBERS

O9R PROCESS
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KH\ LHaGHUVKLS
B2A5D 2F DI5EC7256
Maggie SchePP, PVeWideRX
EViR DVYV], Vice PVeWideRX
JeRRifeV GaVXeRbeVg, TVeaWYVeV
CaVSPe SchecXeV, SecVeXaV] & GSZeVRaRce DiVecXSV
JeRR] BYVVS[eW, GVaRXee ERgageQeRX DiVecXSV
LeWPie GiVSXe, EZeRXW DiVecXSV
IVeRe GSPdWXeiR, NSRTVSfiX RePaXiSRW DiVecXSV
Jackie LYX^, FiRaRciaP ReZie[ DiVecXSV
CaVa PSPPaVd, DiVecXSV Sf MeQbeV ERgageQeRX

MaVRie Sch[aVX^, MeQbeVWhiT DiVecXSV
LaVa Sha]Re, GVaRX ReZie[ DiVecXSV
SYe S[aViRgeR, FiRaRciaP ReZie[ DiVecXSV
APP] S]TeVek, MaVkeXiRg DiVecXSV
APPiWSR S^afVaRWki, EZeRXW DiVecXSV
PeRR] TYVReV, CSQQYRicaXiSRW DiVecXSV
GabViePPe VSjXech, DigiXaP DiVecXSV
Meg WePX^eV, CSQQYRicaXiSRW DiVecXSV
LiWa WiRgeV, GVaRX ReZie[ DiVecXSV

OUR PEOPLE

LMWa AHaQW
JIR AZIV]-EQaRM
TVMWL BVS[RI
KaXLV]R CPaVOI
RaGLIP EMGLIRbaYQ
NMOOM NIQIVSZWOM
MaV] OûCSRRIPP
JIRRMJIV PMRXS
JSWWMI PVSGLMPS

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

C]RXLMa SLI[aR
BSRRMI SLMJVMR
HIMOI STaLR
TSVMa SXIRHIV
SYWaR SYPPMZaR
ARR VSKP
JSaRRI VSPaOaOMW
LM^ XMPaW

GRANT REVIEW

MANAGERS
LMbb] BVSQbaGL, EZIRXW MaRaKIV
SXITLaRMI LaYHI, MIQbIV ERKaKIQIRX MaRaKIV
BIGGa WSPJKVaQ, SSGMaP MIHMa MaRaKIV
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2025 By the
Numbers

442 TOTAL MEMBERS

1�� GRC COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

2
 FRC COMMITTEE
MEMBERS


3 SPONSORED
MEMBERS

14 MENTORS

O85 3EO3LE

2
1 MEMBERSHIP PLUS
LEVEL MEMBERS
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OXU SSRnVRUV and
PaUWneUV

MA7CHING F8NDS

IMPAC7 PAR7NER

MEMBERSHIP SPONSORS

IQTacX GVaRXW ChMcagS MW aR aPP-ZSPYRXeeV SVgaRM^aXMSR aRd VePMeW SR
cSVTSVaXe WTSRWSVWhMTW, QaXchMRg fYRdW aRd addMXMSRaP dSRaXMSRW fVSQ
QeQbeVW aRd fVMeRdW. We aVe gVaXefYP fSV XheMV WYTTSVX.

OUR PEOPLE
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WiÇh Çhe ġìëë÷ëëë granÇ aÕarded in MaÛ÷
CAWC haÁ made ÁignificanÇ ÁÇrideÁ in adÔancing
Çhe deÔelopmenÇ of oËr neÕ ÁhelÇer and
ÁËpporÇing oËr lifeČÁaÔing programÁö YoËr
ÁËpporÇ haÁ been inÁÇrËmenÇal in helping ËÁ
refine Çhe ÁhelÇerėÁ deÁign Ço beÇÇer ÁerÔe
ÁËrÔiÔorÁ of domeÁÇic Ôiolence Õhile bolÁÇering
Çhe criÇical ÁerÔiceÁ ÇhaÇ ÁËpporÇ Çheir joËrneÛ Ço
ÁafeÇÛ and independenceö The granÇ haÁ
enabled ËÁ Ço proÔide criÇical programÁ and
addreÁÁ ÁignificanÇ coÁÇ increaÁeÁ Õhile
mainÇaining oËr commiÇmenÇ Ço proÔiding ÁafeÇÛ÷
digniÇÛ and hope Ço ÁËrÔiÔorÁö 

CɁȶȶecɽiɁȶɰ fɁɨ Abʍɰed
WɁmeȶ aȶd ɽheiɨ Childɨeȶ
كCAWCف

PULRU YeaU GUaQWee USdaWeV

O9R RE79L87

Neʥ MɁmɰ
NeÕ MomÁ haÁ groÕn oËr MenÇal WellneÁÁ
program÷ hiring a Çhird ÇherapiÁÇ Ço focËÁ on
proÔiding ParenÇČChild PÁÛchoÇherapÛö WeĝÔe
receiÔed fËnding Ço Çrain all ÇherapiÁÇÁ in
EMDR÷ and Õe haÔe ÁÇarÇed a parÇnerÁhip ÕiÇh
RUSH HoÁpiÇal ÁÛÁÇem Ço deliÔer onÁiÇe
medicaÇion managemenÇ for parÇicipanÇÁ ÕiÇh
menÇal healÇh needÁö We look forÕard Ço
Áharing Çhe reÁËlÇÁ of oËr College SËcceÁÁ
piloÇ Č conÇribËÇing Ço Çhe naÇional
conÔerÁaÇionÁ aboËÇ economic mobiliÇÛ for
Áingle moÇherÁö Weĝre conÇinËing Ço aÁÁeÁÁ
Çhe demand for menÇal ÕellneÁÁ ÁerÔiceÁ÷ and
Õill make planÁ Ço groÕ ÇhaÇ program Ço meeÇ
Çhe need among oËr parÇicipanÇÁö We conÇinËe
Ço amplifÛ oËr Õork naÇionallÛ Ôia The HËb Ĵ
NeÕ MomÁ÷ oËr Áocial enÇerpriÁe conÁËlÇancÛö 
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Sɽث LeɁȶaɨdٝɰ Miȶiɰɽɨieɰ

O9R RE79L87

The ImºacÇ G½anÇ iÁ ÁËººo½Çing Çhe Michael
Ba½loÕ EdËcaÇion and EmºloÛmenÇ CenÇe½÷
Õhich haÁ inc½eaÁed en½ollmenÇ bÛ ðñİö ThiÁ
fall÷ cËlina½Û ÁÇËdenÇÁ º½eºa½ed lËnch fo½ Çhe
Boeing InÔeÁÇo½Á CommiÇÇee÷ caÇe½ed SÇö
Leona½dĝÁ òëÇh Sneake½ Ball÷ and º½eºa½ed Çhe
deÁÁe½ÇÁ fo½ SÇö Leona½dĝÁ òëÇh anniÔe½Áa½Û
eÔenÇö AddiÇionallÛ÷ Çhe ConÁÇ½ËcÇion SkillÁ
T½aining P½og½am haÁ ½ecenÇlÛ become
NCCER Ce½Çified÷ Õhich º½oÔideÁ ÁÇËdenÇÁ
acceÁÁ Ço modËleČbaÁed lea½ning÷ ÁkillÁČ
baÁed ce½ÇificaÇeÁ÷ and Õill noÕ g½adËaÇe
f½om Çhe º½og½am ÕiÇh boÇh Çhei½ OSHA SafeÇÛ
T½aining and NCCER ce½ÇificaÇion Č ÁhoÕing
ÇheÛ a½e ÕellČÇ½ained and º½eºa½ed fo½ ½oleÁö
SaÇiÁfacÇion ÕiÇh Ba½loÕ CenÇe½ º½og½amÁ
½emainÁ eÚÇ½emelÛ high ÕiÇh ìëëİ of CËlina½Û
and ConÁÇ½ËcÇion g½adËaÇeÁ ½eºo½Çing feeling
º½eºa½ed fo½ a job in Çhei½ ½eÁºecÇiÔe indËÁÇ½Ûö 

HɁʍɰiȶg OɥɥɁɨɽʍȶiɽieɰ ۚ
Maiȶɽeȶaȶce fɁɨ ɽhe Eldeɨlʰ
كHOMEف
OÔe½ Çhe ºaÁÇ ÁeÔe½al Ûea½Á÷ eme½gencÛ
½eºai½Á haÔe conÁiÁÇenÇlÛ made Ëº oÔe½ ðëİ
of Çhe Uºkeeº and Reºai½ P½og½amĝÁ ÇoÇal
½eºai½Áö HöOöMöEö ËÇiliàed fËnding f½om ImºacÇ
G½anÇÁ Ço hi½e Çh½ee ºa½ÇČÇime Home Reºai½
AÁÁiÁÇanÇÁö Since Çhen÷ HöOöMöEö haÁ
comºleÇed ïñİ mo½e ½eºai½Á in ððİ mo½e
homeÁö AfÇe½ ½eceiÔing Çhe g½anÇ aÕa½d÷ Home
Reºai½ SºecialiÁÇÁ and AÁÁiÁÇanÇÁ comºleÇed
îòî ½eºai½Á in ïó homeÁö The Áame ºe½iod Çhe
Ûea½ º½io½÷ Çhe SºecialiÁÇÁ on Çhei½ oÕn
comºleÇed jËÁÇ ìîó ½eºai½Á in ìï homeÁö ThiÁ
maÁÁiÔe inc½eaÁe ÁhoÕÁ Çhe inc½edible imºacÇ
fo½ ChicagoĝÁ Áenio½ homeoÕne½Á onlÛ fiÔe
monÇhÁ inÇo Çhe g½anÇ Çe½mö AddiÇionallÛ÷
HöOöMöEö ÕaÁ able Ço leÔe½age ImºacÇ G½anÇÁė
fËnding Ço ÁecË½e addiÇional dedicaÇed
fËnding f½om an anonÛmoËÁ foËndaÇion Ço
coÔe½ Çhe AÁÁiÁÇanÇ ºoÁiÇionÁ Çh½oËgh íëíðö  
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2022

2021

2020

2019

2018

2023

ImSacW OYeU Whe YeaUV

OUR RESULTS

$100,000 ImSacW GUaQW ReciSieQWV

2024
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2025

SMRce 2018, [e haZe a[aVded SZeV $3.9M MR XSXaP gVaRXW
XS IQTacX aRd MeVMX gVaRXeeW
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